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Charter of the Company and transferred its rights and
powers to the Crown at the end of 1898. Agreements for the
delimitation of boundaries were arrived at with France and
Germany, and the powerful emirates of the Hausa States
and the kingdom of Bornu were finally brought under
control with the occupation of Kano and Sokoto in 1903.
The story is told in the authoritative work by Sir Alan
Burns and other books cited in the Bibliography.
While these events were taking place in Northern Nigeria,
of which Colonel Lugard had become High Commissioner,
the rule of Britain was being effectively extended over the
south, including the mouth of the Niger and the coastal
region, known as the Oil Rivers Protectorate, the kingdom
of Benin and Lagos. A treaty was first concluded with the
King of Benin by Captain (later Sir Henry) Galway in 1892,
but as this was ignored and the rule of Benin, whose influence
was said to extend from Sierra Leone to the Congo, was
accompanied by orgies of human sacrifice, massacres of
Europeans and other atrocities, an expedition was finally
sent against Benin City, which was found in an indescribable
condition, and the King fled and finally died at Calabar
in 1914.
The Colony of Lagos originated in efforts, ultimately
successful, to suppress the slave trade on that coast. Other
expeditions had to be undertaken in various parts of Southern
Nigeria before law and order could be brought to the
turbulent tribes of the region, but eventually all these
districts were amalgamated into the Colony and Protec-
torate of Southern Nigeria in 1906. The Northern and
Southern Protectorates pursued independent courses for
some years, since conditions in each differed very greatly,
but eventually, in 1914, they were amalgamated and the
first Governor-General of the united country was Lord
(then Sir Frederick) Lugard, who had taken an outstanding